[Relationship between expression of P16 protein and prognosis in carcinoma of nasopharynx].
We observed the relationship between p16 gene and the occurrence, development and prognosis of carcinoma of nasopharynx by means of LSAB immunohistochemistry method and investigated the expression of protein P16 in 73 cases of carcinoma of nasopharynx and 10 cases of epithelia of chronic inflammation of nasopharynx. The results showed that P16 positive rate was 100% for the epithelia of chronic inflammation of nasopharynx. It was significantly higher than the P16 positive rate for the carcinoma of nasopharynx (38.4%, P < 0.01). There was significant difference of P16 positive expression in differentiation of nasopharyngeal carcinoma (poor differentiation versus undifferentiation), clinical staging (I-II versus IV) and grading of tumor (T1-T2 versus T3, T4) (P < 0.01). There was no correlation between P16 expression and metastatic lymph node (P > 0.05). The 3-year survival rates were 88.9% and 72.9% in P16 expression (+) and (-) patients respectively (P < 0.05). These findings suggested that P16 might play an important role in the process of carcinogenesis and development of nasopharyngeal carcinoma, and P16 might be used as a valuable marker for assessment of the biological behavior and prognosis of nasopharyngeal carcinoma.